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1.1. POLITY & GOVERNANCE 
  

1.1.1. NCERT TEXTBOOK BAN: A TEST OF JUDICIAL ACCOUNTABILITY AND FREE SPEECH 

Context: 

In any democracy, the judiciary must maintain a careful 

balance between independence and accountability. In 

India, the judiciary has traditionally protected its authority 

and institutional dignity through powers such as contempt 

of court. However, scholars like Max Boot, in Out of Order: 

Arrogance, Corruption, and Incompetence on the Bench 

(1998), argue that meaningful reform in the judiciary is possible only when the public is aware of its 

shortcomings and failures. 

This issue came to the forefront in February 2026, when the Supreme Court of India intervened in a 

NCERT social science textbook and imposed a ban. This rare instance of the judiciary acting as a 

censor has raised critical questions about judicial transparency, accountability, and freedom of 

expression in a democratic system. 

The Subject of Controversy: What the NCERT Textbook Actually Contained 

• The Class 8 Social Science textbook Exploring Society: India and Beyond, published by 

the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT), included a 

chapter titled “The Role of the Judiciary in Our Society”. 

• The purpose of this chapter was simple and important: to help school students understand 

how the Indian judiciary works, its strengths, and the real challenges it faces. The content 

was written in a factual, educational, and neutral way — not to attack the judiciary, but to 

teach young citizens about its role in democracy. 

A.  Key Content That Sparked the Controversy 

The passages that drew the Supreme Court’s attention included the following factual and well-

researched points: 

• Data on Judicial Delay The chapter presented real statistics showing the huge number of 

pending cases in Indian courts. 

o Total national pendency: over 4.76 crore cases (as per recent National Judicial Data Grid 

figures). 

o Supreme Court pendency: over 92,000 cases at the end of 2025. It explained the famous 

principle: “Justice delayed is justice denied” — showing how long waits affect ordinary 

people’s access to justice. 

• References to Judicial Corruption: The NCERT Social Science textbook openly (but 

factually) mentioned that corruption exists in some parts of the judiciary — both at lower 

courts and higher courts. It did not name individuals or make wild accusations; it simply 

acknowledged this as a known challenge that needs to be addressed. 
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• Bangalore Principles of Judicial Conduct (2002): The chapter referred to these 

internationally accepted ethical standards for judges. These principles (adopted by many 

countries, including India) outline values such as integrity, impartiality, independence, 

propriety, equality, and competence that every judge must follow in their personal and 

professional life. 

• Accountability Mechanisms It explained how the judiciary holds its own members 

accountable: 

o The Supreme Court’s in-house procedure — an internal mechanism created by the Court 

itself to handle complaints against judges (without public trials). 

o The constitutional process for removal of judges (impeachment) under Article 124 (for 

Supreme Court judges) and Article 217 (for High Court judges). 

These points were presented as part of civic education — teaching students that no institution is 

perfect, and that transparency and accountability are essential in a democracy. 

B.  The Supreme Court’s Three-Pronged Ruling  

A three-judge Bench led by the Chief Justice of India responded strongly to the chapter. The 

Supreme Court’s order had three main parts: 

1. Complete Blanket Ban: The entire textbook was prohibited — no more distribution, teaching, 

or use in schools. All physical copies were to be seized, and digital versions removed 

immediately. 

2. Observation on “Underlying Agenda”: The Bench stated that the content appeared to have 

an “underlying agenda” to undermine the institutional authority of the judiciary and 

demean its dignity. The Court felt the references were selective and one-sided. 

3. Administrative Punishment: The Court directed that the academics, experts, and NCERT 

officials responsible for writing or approving those passages should be “disassociated” 

(effectively blacklisted) from all future projects funded by the government or public 

universities — a serious penalty imposed without giving them any opportunity to explain or 

defend themselves. 

Arguments in Favor of the Court’s Action 

While heavily criticized, the Court’s intervention is often justified through the lens of Institutional 

Preservation: 

• Maintaining Public Faith: The judiciary’s power is derived from public trust. If school children are 

taught a cynical view of the courts, the long-term legitimacy of the rule of law may be 

compromised. 

• Ensuring "Balanced" Education: The Court argued the text was selective, ignoring 

transformative reforms like e-Courts, Legal Aid, and the National Judicial Data Grid (NJDG). 

• Article 129 (Power to Punish for Contempt): The Supreme Court is a "Court of Record" with 

inherent powers to prevent the lowering of its authority in the eyes of the public. 

• Preventing Misinformation: Proponents argue that academic freedom does not include the right 

to present incomplete facts that could "incite" a lack of confidence in the Constitution’s third pillar. 
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Key Concerns Raised by the NCERT Textbook Ban 

The Supreme Court’s order banning the NCERT textbook raises serious questions about compliance 

with the Indian Constitution and established legal principles. The key concerns are: 

1. Violation of Freedom of Speech and Expression: Article 19(1)(a) guarantees the right to 

freedom of speech and expression, including the right to publish educational material. 

• Restrictions are allowed only by a law enacted by the State and only on grounds listed in 

Article 19(2) (e.g., contempt of court, public order).  

• A judicial order does not qualify as “law” under Article 19(2), as clearly held by the Supreme 

Court in Naresh Shridhar Mirajkar v. State of Maharashtra (1966). 

2. Contempt Threshold Not Satisfied: Under Section 2(c) of the Contempt of Courts Act, 1971, 

criminal contempt requires material that: 

• Scandalises or lowers the authority of the court, or 

• Prejudices/interferes with judicial proceedings, or 

• Obstructs the administration of justice.  

• The textbook’s general, factual references to delays and corruption (without naming 

individuals or using abusive language) do not meet this high threshold. The Court did not 

examine whether there was malicious intent or actual harm caused. 

3. Breach of Natural Justice and Due Process: The order directed that the authors and NCERT 

officials be “disassociated” (blacklisted) from future government and university projects — a 

severe punitive measure imposed: 

• Without issuing any notice 

• Without giving an opportunity to be heard 

• Without allowing any defence or explanation.  

• This violates core principles of natural justice (audi alteram partem) and the guarantees of 

equality (Article 14) and life and personal liberty (Article 21). 

4. Paradox of Judicial Review and Absence of Remedy: Constitutional courts are the final 

guardians of fundamental rights and exercise judicial review to strike down actions that violate 

Part III of the Constitution. When the courts themselves restrict free speech through bans: 

• Citizens are left without effective remedy, as there is no higher authority to challenge the 

judiciary. 

• This creates a dangerous situation where the protector of rights becomes the source of their 

infringement, undermining public confidence in the rule of law. 

Implications for Indian Democracy 

• Erosion of Public Trust: Suppressing discussion signals that the judiciary is above scrutiny, 

damaging its moral authority. 

• Chilling Effect on Free Speech and Education: Authors, publishers, and teachers may avoid any 

critical content, weakening democratic values in young citizens. 

• Threat to Separation of Powers: When one organ silences debate about itself, accountability 

weakens across all institutions. 
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• Long-term Damage: Students lose the chance to learn balanced civic education, harming the 

future of informed citizenship. 

Global Best Practices: Transparency Through Acknowledgment, Not Suppression 

In contrast to the Indian approach, advanced democracies often address judicial credibility concerns 

through openness: 

• In Kenya, Chief Justice Willy Mutunga (2011–2013) established judicial ombudspersons, court 

users’ committees, and performance management systems. By acknowledging issues openly, 

public trust rose from 27% in 2009 to 61% in 2013 — and reforms continued thereafter. 

• In the United States and United Kingdom, media, academia, and citizens freely discuss judicial 

performance. Courts lead transparency efforts rather than banning criticism. 

India’s own judiciary has repeatedly acknowledged problems: 

• In K. Veeraswami vs Union of India (1991), the Supreme Court held that High Court and 

Supreme Court judges are “public servants” under the Prevention of Corruption Act.  

o It stressed that “society’s demand for honesty in a judge is exacting and absolute,” and 

even one dishonest judge “jeopardises the integrity of the entire judicial system.” 

o Further, the Supreme Court itself has repeatedly warned about “bad apples”, delays, and the 

need for in-house mechanisms — yet banned a book that merely echoed these concerns. 

To reform governance in both the judiciary and higher education, we must move from a culture 

of suppression to one of transparency and empowerment. 

Way Forward: Strategic Roadmap for Institutional Reform 

1.  Formalizing Accountability 

• Judicial Transparency: Revive the National Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC) or 

pass the Judicial Standards and Accountability Bill to handle complaints via a clear, 

statutory process. 

• Performance-Based Autonomy: Link college independence to NIRF rankings and NBA 

accreditation. Colleges that prove quality should automatically receive academic and 

financial freedom. 

2.  Prioritizing Structural Fixes over Bans 

• Filling Vacancies: Address the 30% vacancy in High Courts and faculty shortages in colleges. 

Solving the root cause of delay is more effective than censoring its mention in textbooks. 

• Decoupling Administration: Universities should shift from "bureaucratic overseers" to 

academic mentors, outsourcing high-volume administrative tasks (like conducting mass 

exams) to specialized bodies. 

3.  Adopting Institutional Restraint 

• The "Last Resort" Principle: Powers of Contempt or Blanket Bans should be used only when 

absolutely necessary, not as a tool to silence criticism. 
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• The Scrutiny Principle: Adhere to Lord Atkin’s view that institutions are not "cloistered 

virtues." They must be robust enough to withstand public scrutiny to foster genuine growth. 

4.  Modernizing the Curriculum (NCERT Model) 

• Problem-Solution Pedagogy: Move away from "sanitizing" challenges. Textbooks should 

honestly present systemic hurdles (e.g., pendency, archaic affiliation) alongside modern 

solutions (e.g., AI-led courts, Lok Adalats, and Autonomous Colleges). 

5.  Promote Media and Academic Freedom 

• To resolve the tension between protecting judicial dignity and preserving democratic values, 

India must actively promote media freedom and academic freedom — allowing open, 

responsible debate about institutional strengths and shortcomings. The approach should 

follow the principle illustrated by Max Boot’s work and Kenya’s judicial reform success: 

“acknowledge, address, reform”. 

Conclusion 

The NCERT textbook ban is not merely about one book — it is a litmus test for Indian democracy in 

2026. While protecting judicial dignity is essential, true dignity flows from transparency, not 

silence. As the authors Kaleeswaram Raj and Thulasi K. Raj rightly conclude, “The first step in 

fighting systemic problems is acknowledging them.”  

A judiciary that continuously reforms itself, educates citizens about its challenges, and remains open 

to dissent will remain the strongest pillar of our Constitution. Only through openness and 

accountability can public trust be rebuilt and democracy truly strengthened. 

This balanced approach — respecting the institution while safeguarding fundamental rights — is the 

way forward for a mature democracy. 

 

Q. “Suppressing criticism weakens institutions more than it protects them.” Evaluate this statement 

in the context of the judiciary.  

 

1.2. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
  

1.2.1. STRAIT OF HORMUZ CRISIS: GLOBAL OIL DISRUPTION & ENERGY GEOPOLITICS 

Context: 

In simple words, a narrow sea passage called the 

Strait of Hormuz is like the main pipe that carries 

almost one-fifth of the world’s traded oil. After the 

recent US-Israel military action against Iran, Iran 

blocked ships through this strait of Hormuz. This 

sudden stop has caused oil prices to jump above 

$110 per barrel, created chaos in energy markets, 

and forced big countries like India, the USA, and 

Russia to change their plans quickly. 

https://riceias.com/
https://wa.me/918100819447
https://www.facebook.com/share/1A7GxKzLJ2/
https://web.telegram.org/k/#@RICE_IAS
https://www.instagram.com/rice_ias?igsh=MTZtaTUzMTgxN3I5aQ==
https://www.youtube.com/@RICEIASCoaching


 

 | 6  Sealdah, Kolkata        Old Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi At Adamas University 

RICEIAS.COM +91 8100819447 Follow us on: 

Significance of the Strait of Hormuz as a Global Energy Chokepoint 

The Strait of Hormuz is a narrow waterway located between Iran (north) and Oman and the UAE 

(south). It connects the Persian Gulf (home to huge oil producers like Saudi Arabia, UAE, Iraq, Kuwait, 

and Iran) to the Gulf of Oman and the open Arabian Sea (leading to the Indian Ocean). 

• Narrowest point: Only 21–33 km wide (about the width of a small city). 

• Daily transit (pre-closure, 2024–2025 data): Around 20–21 million barrels per day of crude oil 

and products — roughly 20–25% of global seaborne oil trade and about 20% of total world oil 

consumption. 

• Also carries ~20% of global LNG (liquefied natural gas). 

• 80–90% goes to Asia (China, India, Japan, South Korea). 

• Alternatives (pipelines like Saudi Arabia's East-West pipeline) can handle only 3.5–7 million 

barrels per day max, far less than needed. 

Why it matters: It's a global "chokepoint." Any block here creates instant supply shortages, panic 

buying, and price spikes worldwide. Right now, with the closure, hundreds of tankers are waiting, and 

Gulf exports are shifting to limited pipelines or getting stuck. 

Energy Production and Consumption Dynamics in the World 

Oil and natural gas together supply slightly more than half of the world's total energy (IEA 2024 

data), while the remaining portion comes from coal, renewables, nuclear, and other sources. 

• Main uses: 

o Fuel for transport (cars, trucks, airplanes, ships) 

o Generation of electricity 

o Production of cooking gas (LPG) 

o Essential raw materials for industries (plastics, chemicals, fertilizers) 

• Production and Consumption Pattern 

o Major producers: Concentrated in West Asia (Persian Gulf region), especially Saudi Arabia, 

UAE, Iran, Iraq, and Kuwait — the world's leading exporters of crude oil and natural gas. 

o Major consumers: Rapidly growing economies in East Asia and South Asia, particularly 

China, India, and Japan. 

o Limited domestic reserves: These Asian countries have very little oil of their own (although 

China is a significant producer of natural gas). 

• Heavy Reliance on Imports 

o China, India, and Japan depend heavily on imported crude oil and natural gas to support 

their expanding economies and populations. 

o A large share of these imports  especially from the Persian Gulf passes through the narrow 

Strait of Hormuz, making this chokepoint critical for global energy security. 

Thus, there is a clear mismatch of huge production in West Asia and massive demand in Asia  

creating strong dependence on safe passage through the Strait of Hormuz. 
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Major Players in Global Oil 

Only a few regions and countries dominate global oil reserves and production: 

1.  OPEC (Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries) 

(Role: coordinates production levels to influence global oil prices and ensure supply stability) 

• It consists of around 12–13 major oil-producing countries. 

• Leading members: Saudi Arabia (dominant leader), UAE, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, etc. 

• OPEC countries together hold over 70% of global oil reserves  

• They regulate the market through output cuts or increases to maintain price stability. 

• West Asia (Persian Gulf Countries) 

o The key producers include Saudi Arabia, UAE, Iran, Iraq, and Kuwait. 

o This region holds a major share of global oil reserves and controls large export flows 

through the Strait of Hormuz. 

o Most of these countries are part of OPEC, which gives the region strong influence over 

global oil supply. 

3.  Other Strategic Players 

• Venezuela and Iran together hold a massive share of global reserves (~39%) 

• For example, Venezuela alone has around 17% of global oil reserves  

• However, their current production remains limited due to: Sanctions and Infrastructure 

constraints 

Shifting Power Dynamics among United States, Russia, and India 

1.  America’s Central Role in Energy Geopolitics 

The United States is both a major producer and consumer of energy: 

• Its economy is dominated by high-energy sectors (transport, industry, manufacturing), 

leading to very high per capita energy use. 

• US per capita energy consumption is roughly 10 times higher than India’s and about 2.4 

times higher than China’s because of this, securing reliable energy supplies has long been 

a core driver of US foreign policy. 

A.  Historical Shift in West Asian Oil Control 

From the 1950s onward, control over West Asian oil shifted: 

• Initially dominated by large American and European oil companies. 

• Gradually transferred to state-owned national oil companies in the producing countries. 

By the 1970s, sharp oil price spikes occurred as Arab members gained more influence in OPEC 

(Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries), using oil as a political and economic 

weapon. 

B.  US Strategic Responses 

The United States countered these shifts with a two pronged strategy: 
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1.  Boosting Domestic Production 

• Heavily expanded shale oil extraction (oil trapped in hard shale rock, extracted using modern 

technology called fracking and horizontal drilling), especially from the mid 2000s onward. 

• As a result, the US became the world’s largest oil producer, reducing dependence on 

imports. 

2.  Shaping Global Oil Geopolitics 

Through military and political interventions, including: 

• Gulf War (1990–1991) 

• Iraq War (2003–2011) 

• Recent actions in Venezuela (2026) 

• Ongoing US–Israel conflict with Iran 

These moves aimed to secure energy routes, influence regional regimes, and maintain access 

to Gulf oil. 

C.  “Future Oil” Calculus 

• Countries like Iran and Venezuela together hold a large share of global proven oil reserves 

(~39%), making them crucial for future energy supply, 

• For the U.S., access to these reserves is important for long-term strategic and economic 

planning. However, the Strait of Hormuz closure has disrupted these plans in the short 

term. 

• At the same time, it has benefited Russia, as reduced West Asian supply has increased 

reliance on Russian oil, making it a key stabiliser of global energy prices. 

2.  Russia’s Rise as a Beneficiary 

• After the 2022 Russia-Ukraine war, Russia faced Western sanctions, becoming isolated in 

Europe and struggling to export oil freely.  

• Now, with West Asian production and exports hit hard, Russian oil is suddenly essential.  

• Outside West Asia, Russia is the only major country with a large tradable oil surplus (ready 

for export). 

A.  Russian Oil and India's Role 

Oil markets are tightly linked — small changes in one area can create massive ripples worldwide. 

India's Position 

• India ranks as the world's second-largest importer of crude oil and third-largest consumer. 

• Disruptions raise prices for fuel, transport, food, and everyday goods in India. 

• India's buying decisions also influence global oil prices significantly. 

B.  Europe's Energy Shift 

• European nations have limited domestic reserves and historically relied on Russian imports for 

winter heating. 
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• Post-2022 sanctions forced Europe to pivot toward West Asian sources. 

C.  India's Pivot to Russian Oil 

• To secure affordable supplies, India increased purchases of discounted Russian crude. 

• Share of Russian oil in India's imports jumped dramatically: from 2.5% in 2021 to 39% in 

2023 (peaking around 36–44% in 2023–2024; recent data shows decline to ~33% in 2025 

overall, with monthly lows around 27% due to sanctions pressure, but still significant). 

• India refines imported crude into products like petrol, diesel, LPG, and petrochemicals. 

• With large refining capacity, India (and China) export some refined products. 

• Indian refiners earned strong profits from processing cheap Russian crude and selling outputs. 

Western Response to the Strait of Hormuz Crisis 

• Despite public criticism, Western leaders quietly supported this shift because India's diversion to 

sanctioned Russian oil helped stabilize global prices from 2022 onward. 

• Current Strain: With the Strait of Hormuz closed and oil prices surpassing $110 per barrel, the 

US now urgently wants increased purchases of stranded sanctioned Russian oil to ease market 

pressure. 

India’s Multi-Pronged Response to the Energy Crisis 

1.  Government Regulation under Essential Commodities Act (ECA), 1955 

• The government invoked the Essential Commodities Act, 1955 through the Natural Gas 

(Supply Regulation) Order, 2026 to manage the crisis. 

• A priority-based allocation system has been introduced: 

o Top priority: PNG (households), CNG (transport), LPG production 

o Reduced supply: 

▪ Fertilizer sector (~70%) 

▪ Other industries (~80%) 

• To prevent hoarding and panic buying, a 25-day gap between LPG bookings has 

been enforced. 

2.  Diversification of Energy Imports 

• India is reducing dependence on vulnerable routes like the Strait of Hormuz. 

• It has expanded imports from alternative suppliers such as: Algeria, Norway, Canada, 

Australia 

• Supplies are being routed through longer but safer routes like the Cape of Good Hope to 

ensure continuity. 

3.  Increased Dependence on Russian Oil 

• India has stepped up oil imports from Russia to compensate for supply disruptions from 

West Asia. This has been made possible by a temporary easing of Western sanctions, 

helping India maintain a steady energy supply. 
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4.  Enhancing Domestic Energy Production 

• The government has directed refineries to increase domestic production, especially LPG. 

• As a result LPG output has increased by ~10% in the short term 

• The additional supply is being prioritised for households to meet essential needs. 

Way Forward: Building Resilience Against Future Energy Shocks 

1.  For India: Strengthening Energy Security 

• India should diversify its import basket by sourcing oil from multiple regions such as Russia, 

West Asia, the United States, and Africa to reduce overdependence on any single route. 

• It must expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR) from the current limited capacity 

(around 2 weeks) towards 90 days of reserve cover, in line with global best practices. 

• There is a need to accelerate the transition to renewable energy (solar, wind) and promote 

electric vehicles (EVs) to reduce long-term dependence on fossil fuels. 

• India should also strengthen its refining capacity and flexibility to process diverse crude 

types efficiently and maintain export competitiveness. 

2.  For the United States and Russia: Stabilising Global Supply 

• The United States should prioritise diplomatic efforts to ensure the reopening and 

security of critical chokepoints like the Strait of Hormuz, while also boosting domestic 

shale oil production to ease global supply pressures. 

• Russia, as a major surplus producer, can play a constructive role by offering stable, long-

term supply contracts, especially to energy-importing countries like India, thereby 

contributing to market stability. 

3.  For the Global Community: Ensuring Systemic Stability 

• Countries should invest in alternative energy transport routes, such as pipelines and new 

LNG terminals, to reduce dependence on vulnerable chokepoints. 

• Greater coordination among oil-producing nations, including through platforms like 

OPEC+, is necessary to manage supply and avoid extreme price volatility. 

• There must be a faster transition towards renewable energy, as global agencies like the 

International Energy Agency (IEA) highlight its potential to meet a large share of future 

energy demand. 

• Finally, nations should emphasise diplomacy and conflict resolution to ensure stable trade 

flows. 

Conclusion 

The Strait of Hormuz crisis highlights the deep interlinkage between energy security and 

geopolitics, where disruptions in a single chokepoint can trigger global economic and strategic shifts. 

Going forward, a balanced approach combining diversification, domestic resilience, clean energy 

transition, and international cooperation will be essential to ensure a stable and secure energy 

future. 
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Q. Discuss how geopolitical conflicts in West Asia influence global energy flows and reshape power 

dynamics among major countries like the U.S., Russia, and India.  

 

1.3. SOCIAL JUSTICE 
  

1.3.1. UNIVERSITY AFFILIATION SYSTEM IN INDIA 

Context: 

• An often-overlooked aspect of the National 

Education Policy (NEP) 2020 is its new 

regulatory framework for affiliating colleges, 

which seeks to promote empowerment 

and autonomy by phasing out the 

affiliation system over 15 years via graded 

autonomy, ultimately enabling affiliated 

colleges to become independent degree-

granting institutions with improved 

quality, flexibility, and innovation. 

• While the conventional university affiliation 

model once provided centralised control 

and administrative stability, it now 

hinders the growth, autonomy, and 

quality of colleges. The system is riddled 

with systemic inefficiencies, archaic 

academic rigidity, and administrative 

challenges that impede college progress. 

Evolution and Rationale of the Affiliation System  

The college–university affiliation system in India traces its origin to the colonial period, particularly 

following Wood’s Dispatch, 1854, which is often regarded as the “Magna Carta of English Education 

in India.” It laid the foundation for a structured and regulated higher education system in the 

country. 

A.  Colonial Foundations and Institutional Design 

• Wood’s Dispatch recommended: 

o Establishment of universities in presidency towns (Calcutta, Bombay, Madras) 

o Adoption of the affiliating model inspired by the University of London (then a purely 

examining body) 

• Universities were envisioned primarily as: 

o Examining and affiliating bodies, rather than teaching institutions 

• Objective: 

o To create a centralized system of regulation and standardization 
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B.  Post-Independence Expansion:  

After 1947, the system was kept to help spread education to the masses. It allowed the 

government to grow higher education quickly across the country. By using one large university to 

give "brand-name" degrees and a fixed syllabus to hundreds of small, rural, or low-budget 

colleges, education became accessible to millions. 

Core Objectives of the Affiliation Model 

• Expansion of Access: Allowed rapid growth of colleges without establishing full-fledged 

universities 

• Uniformity and Standardisation: Ensured a common curriculum, examination system, and 

academic benchmarks 

• Administrative Efficiency (in colonial context): Enabled centralized control over a large and 

diverse territory 

Present Structure of the Affiliation System 

• Universities, especially State universities, are affiliated with hundreds of colleges 

• Key responsibilities include: 

o Conducting examinations and awarding degrees 

o Curriculum design and revision 

o Regulation of faculty and infrastructure standards 

o Academic and administrative monitoring 

How the University Affiliation System Works 

Universities in India affiliate colleges in accordance with the University Grants Commission (UGC) 

guidelines. The primary purposes of affiliation are: 

• To maintain academic standards across institutions 

• To ensure uniform curriculum and standardised examinations 

• To regulate infrastructure, faculty quality, and overall institutional functioning 

Key Features of the Affiliation Process 

• Provisional and Time-Bound: Affiliation is not a one-time approval. It is typically granted 

provisionally for an initial period of one year and must be renewed annually or at periodic 

intervals (usually 1–3 years), depending on the university and UGC norms. 

• Strict Compliance Required: Affiliated colleges are mandatory to follow the affiliating 

university’s: 

o Regulations and administrative instructions 

o Prescribed syllabi and course structure 

o Examination patterns, evaluation methods, and result processing 
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o Rules related to admissions, attendance, fee structure, and other academic/administrative 

matters 

• Centralised Oversight by the University The affiliating university exercises extensive control and 

responsibility over its affiliated colleges, including: 

o Designing and updating the curriculum 

o Conducting university examinations and centralised evaluation of answer scripts 

o Monitoring compliance with UGC, university, and statutory norms 

o Overseeing academic quality, infrastructure, and faculty appointments 

o Supervising academic and extracurricular activities 

This oversight often extends to hundreds of colleges and lakhs of students under a single university 

— especially large state universities — creating a highly centralised and bureaucratic structure. 

Structural Challenges Hindering Quality Education 

The current system is characterized by "centralized control without standardized quality," leading 

to several critical challenges: 

1.  Administrative Overburdening of Universities 

• Bureaucratic Congestion: Large state universities often manage 800 to 1,000 colleges, 

forcing them to prioritize examination management, result processing, and compliance 

monitoring over academic leadership. 

• Diversion from Research: Resource-strained institutions function as administrative 

secretariats. Consequently, core functions such as innovation, faculty development, and 

international collaboration are often neglected. 

• According to AISHE 2021-22, there were 147 affiliating universities with more than 100 

colleges each, and 20 universities had over 500 colleges.  

• State Public Universities (SPUs) — numbering around 495 — oversee more than 46,000 

affiliated institutions (including ~43,467 affiliated colleges), accounting for 81% of total 

higher education enrolment.  

• Examples include universities in Uttar Pradesh (over 8,000 colleges across affiliating bodies), 

Maharashtra (~4,600+), and Rajasthan (~3,800+). Some individual state universities historically 

affiliate over 1,000 colleges (e.g., older reports cite Rajasthan University with ~1,052). 

2.  Academic Rigidity and Stifled Innovation 

• Lack of Curricular Autonomy: Affiliated colleges are legally bound to the syllabi of the parent 

university. This prevents institutions from designing courses that align with local industry 

requirements or emerging global markets (e.g., AI, Fintech). 

• Uniformity vs. Creativity: The system imposes a "one-size-fits-all" model that discourages 

specialized courses and modern pedagogical practices, effectively stifling the creative 

potential of faculty and students. 
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3.  Inertia in Curricular Reforms 

• Lagging Syllabus Updates: Revising a curriculum for hundreds of colleges involves exhaustive 

committee approvals. By the time a reform is implemented, the content is often obsolete, 

particularly in fast-paced fields like Engineering and Biotechnology. 

• Agility Deficit: The affiliation model lacks the structural speed required to respond to the 

rapidly changing educational needs of the 21st-century workforce. 

4.  Infrastructure and Quality Disparity 

• Uneven Delivery: Despite a uniform syllabus, the actual quality varies drastically due to gaps 

in laboratory facilities and teacher-student ratios. 

• Skill Competency Gaps: Students graduating from different colleges under the same 

university possess vastly different skill levels, undermining the credibility of the standardized 

degree. 

NEP 2020 Reform Vison 

The NEP 2020 proposes a transformative shift: 

• Existing universities will act as mentors to affiliated colleges. 

• Colleges must achieve minimum benchmarks in academics, teaching, governance, finance, and 

administration. 

• Through graded autonomy, colleges will progressively attain accreditation and become self-

reliant autonomous degree-granting institutions. 

• The affiliation system will be phased out over 15 years. 

Global Best Practices 

Many leading higher education systems worldwide have moved away from rigid affiliation models 

towards institutional autonomy backed by strong quality assurance: 

• United States: Colleges and universities are largely independent and accredited by regional 

bodies (e.g., NEASC, HLC). There is no central affiliating university managing hundreds of 

institutions. Autonomy allows rapid innovation, industry alignment, and specialised programs. 

• United Kingdom: All universities enjoy full degree-awarding powers and autonomy. Quality is 

maintained through external frameworks like the Teaching Excellence Framework (TEF) and 

Research Excellence Framework (REF), not bureaucratic oversight. 

• Germany & Australia: Strong emphasis on institutional autonomy with federal or national 

accreditation systems. Universities focus on research and teaching excellence while responding 

quickly to market and societal needs. 

Way Forward: Structural Reforms for Enhancing Quality, Equity, and Flexibility 

To bridge the gap between policy intent and ground reality, a multi-pronged approach is required: 

• Transition to Graded Autonomy: Implementation must be transparent, using the National 

Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) and NAAC accreditation scores as triggers for 

granting colleges more independence. 
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• Capacity Building for Faculty: For colleges to become self-reliant, there must be a focus on 

training faculty in curriculum design and internal assessment methodologies. 

• Financial Robustness: The government and parent universities must support colleges in 

establishing sustainable financial models that do not depend solely on student fees or meager 

grants. 

• Digital Integration: Leveraging the Academic Bank of Credits (ABC) will facilitate student 

mobility and allow autonomous colleges to focus on niche specializations without losing 

institutional credibility. 

Conclusion 

The university affiliation system, while once a tool for expanding education, has become a bottleneck 

in the era of massification and specialization. The future of Indian higher education depends on 

fostering an ecosystem of autonomy, flexibility, and innovation. Phasing out the affiliation 

system is not merely a regulatory change; it is an essential step toward empowering institutions 

to become globally competitive and ensuring that the Indian youth are equipped with 

contemporary, high-quality skills. 
 

Q. The university affiliation system, once a tool for expansion of higher education, has now become 

a constraint on quality and innovation.” Critically examine in the light of the National Education 

Policy (NEP) 2020.  
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2.1. ENVIRONMENT 
 

2.1.1. BUILDING INDIA’S CLIMATE RESILIENCE WITH WATER AT THE CORE 

Context 

• During the 30th session of the United 

Nations Climate Change Conference 

(COP 30) COP30 held in Belém, global 

adaptation indicators under the UAE 

Framework for Global Climate 

Resilience placed water, sanitation and 

hygiene (WASH) systems at the core of 

climate adaptation strategies, marking a 

paradigm shift by establishing water as the central pillar of global climate adaptation. 

How Climate Change Affects Water Systems 

Climate change acts as a “threat multiplier” by disrupting the natural balance of the hydrological 

cycle.  

• Intensification of Extreme Events (Flood–Drought Paradox): Rising temperatures intensify the 

water cycle; warmer air holds about 7% more moisture per 1°C increase, leading to short bursts 

of intense rainfall followed by prolonged dry spells. 

o This results in simultaneous urban flooding and rural droughts. Urban areas with heavy 

concrete sealing cannot absorb rainfall, worsening floods. 

o Examples: The 2023 North India floods and recurring floods in Chennai illustrate how extreme 

rainfall combined with poor drainage causes disasters, while regions like Marathwada in 

Maharashtra frequently face crop failures due to delayed or failed Southwest Monsoons. 

• Himalayan Glacial Destabilisation (“Third Pole” Crisis): The Himalayas—often called the “Third 

Pole”—feed major perennial river systems such as the Ganga River, Brahmaputra River, and 

the Indus.  

o Climate warming accelerates glacier melting. Initially this increases river flows and flood risks, 

but over time it depletes the natural “water bank,” threatening the perennial nature of these 

rivers. Retreating glaciers also form unstable lakes, increasing the risk of Glacial Lake Outburst 

Floods (GLOFs). 

o Example: The 2023 South Lhonak Lake outburst in Sikkim damaged the Teesta-III 

hydropower project, highlighting risks to Himalayan infrastructure. 

• Coastal Vulnerability and Saline Intrusion: Sea-level rise pushes saltwater into freshwater 

aquifers, a process known as saline intrusion, contaminating groundwater used for drinking and 

irrigation. It also increases soil salinity in delta regions, reducing agricultural productivity. 

o Example: In the Sundarbans, rising sea levels and cyclones have forced farmers to shift from 

traditional rice cultivation to salt-tolerant crops or shrimp farming, which further degrades soil 

quality. 
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• Agricultural Stress and the Water–Food–Climate Nexus: Agriculture depends heavily on water 

and is both affected by and contributes to climate change. Traditional flooded paddy cultivation 

contributes around 10–15% of global methane emissions, while changing monsoon patterns 

disrupt crop cycles.  

o Over 50% of India’s net sown area remains rain-fed, making it highly vulnerable to shifts in 

the onset, progress, and withdrawal of the monsoon. 

o Example: The 2024 heatwaves followed by erratic rains in Punjab and Haryana reduced 

wheat yields, affecting national food stocks and contributing to food inflation. 

• Water–Energy Feedback Loop: Climate change increases dependence on groundwater 

extraction when surface water fails, requiring significant electricity for pumping.  

o This electricity often comes from coal-based power plants, creating a feedback loop where 

higher energy use increases greenhouse gas emissions and further intensifies climate change. 

o Example: In states like Tamil Nadu and Telangana, groundwater levels have fallen to 300–

500 metres, leading to a sharp rise in agricultural electricity consumption and deepening the 

water-energy-climate cycle. 

Belém Adaptation Indicators 

The 59 Belém Adaptation Indicators, adopted under the UAE Framework for Global Climate 

Resilience redefines Water Security, moving the focus away from simple "asset creation" toward the 

functional reliability of systems under intense climate stress. It is structurally divided into two 

primary strategic clusters: 

• Cluster 1 - Climate-Resilient WASH Systems: Focuses on mitigating climate-induced water 

scarcity and building resilience to floods/droughts. The objective is universal access to safe 

drinking water by ensuring infrastructure can withstand extreme events without service 

disruption. 

• Cluster 2 - Proactive Risk Governance: Focuses on institutional preparedness. It sets a 2027 

deadline for universal multi-hazard early warning systems and a 2030 deadline for updated 

national vulnerability assessments. 

Significance of Water-Centric Climate Resilience 

Water is the primary medium through which the impacts of climate change are felt, acting as the 

"connective tissue" between environmental stability and human survival.  

Urban water bodies—lakes, wetlands, and tanks—are not mere aesthetic features; they are critical 

blue-green infrastructure essential for Regenerative Urbanism" (letting nature manage the water 

cycle by soaking up, storing, and cleaning water where it falls, rather than simply draining it away.) 

Defining Blue-Green Infrastructure (BGI): Unlike "Grey Infrastructure" (concrete drains and pipes), 

BGI is a strategically planned network of natural and semi-natural areas. 

• "Blue" refers to water bodies like rivers, lakes, and wetlands. 

• "Green" refers to land-based elements like parks, trees, and gardens. 
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• The Primary Climate Messenger: Climate change is experienced most viscerally through the 

hydrological cycle. It manifests as a "trilemma" of water extremes: too much (flash floods), too 

little (chronic droughts), or the wrong kind (salinity in coastal aquifers). Resilience, therefore, 

depends on systems that can manage these rapid transitions without service disruption. 

• Natural Flood Mitigation and Buffering: Urban wetlands and lakes serve as "natural sponges" 

that absorb and detain excess stormwater during heavy rains. By reducing surface runoff, they 

protect low-lying neighborhoods from inundation. 

o Data Point: Historical loss of water bodies in Chennai and Mumbai has been directly linked 

to the increased frequency of catastrophic urban floods. 

• Groundwater Recharge and Aquifer Replenishment: Water bodies act as critical "entry points" 

for rainwater to percolate into the ground. In cities where "concrete sealing" has blocked natural 

recharge, these zones are vital for replenishing drying aquifers. 

o Data Point: In Bengaluru, the water table has plummeted from 28m to over 300m in just 20 

years due to the disappearance of nearly 79% of its water bodies between 1973 and 2016. 

• Micro-Climate Regulation and Heat Mitigation: Through the process of evapotranspiration, 

water bodies moderate ambient temperatures. This is a primary defense against the Urban Heat 

Island (UHI) effect, where dense concrete cores become significantly hotter than surrounding 

areas. 

o Validation: Research shows that the loss of lakes in Bengaluru contributed to a 1.5°C rise in 

local temperatures over two decades. 

• Water Purification and Ecological Filtration: Wetlands act as the "natural kidneys" of an urban 

region, filtering pollutants, sediments, and excess nutrients from wastewater. 

o Global Benchmark: The East Kolkata Wetlands (EKW) naturally treat over 900 million litres 

of wastewater daily, simultaneously supporting local fisheries and agricultural economies 

without expensive chemical plants. 

• Preservation of Biodiversity and Ecological Corridors: Lakes and wetland fringes serve as 

biodiversity hotspots and ecological corridors within "grey" urban landscapes. They provide 

essential breeding grounds for amphibians, fish, and migratory birds, maintaining the urban food 

web and ecological balance. 

o Case Study: The Neknampur Lake in Hyderabad used "floating treatment wetlands" to 

restore habitats, successfully reviving local bird and amphibian populations. 

Key Challenges Hindering Water-Centric Climate Resilience 

India’s urban population is projected to hit 675 million by 2035. However, the 2023 Waterbody 

Census reveals that only 2.9% of India's 2.4 million water bodies are in urban areas, many of which 

are "not in use" due to pollution and encroachment. 

1.  Systemic Scarcity and Infrastructure Vulnerability: Water scarcity in India is unevenly 

distributed and managed. Most water infrastructure is built for average weather, meaning it is 

rarely "stress-tested" for extreme climate events. When record floods or droughts hit, these rigid 

systems often fail. 

• Core Issue: The focus remains on expanding the number of connections rather than ensuring 

diversification of sources and system redundancy (backup capacity) for emergencies. 
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2.  Uncertain and Fragile Adaptation Finance: While global targets aim for $1.3 trillion annually 

by 2035, actual funding remains unreliable. A major mindset barrier is that water projects are 

treated as "sectoral costs" (basic municipal expenses) instead of high-value "climate 

investments." 

• Core Issue: Without predictable finance, cities focus on "post-disaster recovery" (reactive) 

rather than "long-term resilience planning" (proactive). 

3.  Anthropocentric vs. Eco-centric Conflicts: Many "revival" projects prioritize cosmetic 

beautification—such as granite jogging tracks, fences, and fountains—over ecological 

restoration. These "hard" interventions often destroy the hydrological functions of the water 

body, like its ability to recharge groundwater or filter pollutants. 

4.  Institutional Fragmentation and Silos: Water governance is split across multiple agencies with 

overlapping jurisdictions. For example, Revenue Departments own the land, Pollution Boards 

monitor quality, and Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) manage supply. 

• Core Issue: This lack of coordination causes "implementation paralysis," where one 

department’s cleaning efforts are neutralized by another department’s drainage or 

construction decisions. 

5.  Digital Gaps and Fragmented Data: India has massive amounts of hydrological data, but it is 

fragmented and isolated within different departments. There is very little AI-driven, real-time 

integration of weather and water data into local planning or budgeting. 

• Core Issue: Without interoperable platforms, city managers cannot perform real-time 

monitoring or use climate-stress indicators to make quick, data-backed decisions. 

Global Best Practices 

Case Study Location Key Innovation/Model 

Jakkur Lake Bengaluru Integrated Model: Combines a sewage plant with a 

natural wetland to clean water. 

East Kolkata 

Wetlands 

West 

Bengal 

"Natural Kidneys": Treats 900 million liters of 

wastewater daily while supporting local fisheries. 

Neknampur Lake Hyderabad Nature-based Solutions (NbS): Used "Floating 

Treatment Wetlands" made of recycled materials. 

Cheonggyecheon Seoul, S. 

Korea 

Greenway Model: Removed a highway to restore a 

buried stream; lowered local heat by 3-5°C. 

Singapore/China Sponge City Model: Utilizing naturalized rivers and 

floodplains (e.g., Bishan-Ang Mo Kio Park) to manage 

stormwater via infiltration and detention. 

Major Government Initiatives for Water-Centric Resilience  

• Integrated Water Governance: The Ministry of Jal Shakti was created to integrate and 

streamline water-related departments, enabling coordinated management of water resources. 
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• Groundwater Management: The National Aquifer Mapping and Management Programme 

focuses on scientific mapping of aquifers and sustainable groundwater utilisation. 

• Drinking Water Security: The Jal Jeevan Mission aims to provide functional household tap 

connections to rural households, ensuring safe drinking water access. 

• River Rejuvenation: The National Mission for Clean Ganga works towards restoration, 

pollution control, and ecological conservation of the Ganga river basin. 

Way Forward: A Regenerative Roadmap for Water Resilience 

1.  Policy Convergence & Institutional Integration: Instead of reinvention, India must align existing 

missions like Jal Jeevan, AMRUT 2.0, and Smart Cities with the Belém Indicators. 

• Institutional Strength: Building on the 2019 consolidation of water governance under the 

Ministry of Jal Shakti, India is well-positioned for integrated stewardship. 

• Key Action: Integrate Climate Stress Metrics into mission dashboards to track how 

infrastructure performs during extreme weather events. 

2.  Integrated Hydrological Planning: Cities must stop treating lakes as isolated "assets" or real 

estate spots. Lake Management Plans (LMPs) should be legally integrated into City Master 

Plans. 

• Utilize National Aquifer Mapping and Management (NAQUIM) Programme 2.0 data to 

move from simple mapping to implementing aquifer-level management plans grounded in 

hydrogeological knowledge. 

• Key Action: Protect the entire catchment area and feeder channels (inlet/outlet drains) to 

ensure water actually reaches the urban basins. 

3.  Adopting the "Sponge City" Framework: Urban design should shift from "draining" water to 

"absorbing" it. Cities must be designed to act like a sponge—absorbing, storing, and purifying 

rainwater. 

• Key Action: Deploy Nature-based Solutions (NbS) like permeable pavements, bioswales, 

and rain gardens to reduce runoff and prevent urban flooding. 

4.  Mainstreaming a Circular Water Economy 

Shift from a "linear" (use and throw) to a "circular" (reduce-recycle-reuse) model. Treated sewage 

must be viewed as a valuable resource for rejuvenating local water bodies. 

• Key Action: Mandate the reuse of treated wastewater for industrial and cooling purposes 

to reduce the extraction of fresh groundwater. 

5.  Climate Stress-Testing of Infrastructure: All water infrastructure—including dams, pipes, and 

drains—must be "stress-tested" for extreme scenarios. 

• Key Action: Ensure designs can handle "1-in-100-year" flood events, moving beyond 

historical average rainfall data to account for future climate volatility. 

6.  Digital Public Infrastructure & AI Integration: Leverage India’s technology prowess to create 

interoperable digital platforms that connect sensors with decision-makers. 
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• Key Action: Use Artificial Intelligence (AI) to link real-time weather forecasts directly to 

city water management systems for proactive disaster response. 

7.  Community Stewardship & Protecting the "Commons": Resilience is only successful if it is 

inclusive. Local governance should move toward a stewardship model that protects the rights of 

traditional users. 

• Key Action: Empower Mohalla Samitis and local NGOs (e.g., PNLIT in Bengaluru) to lead 

governance, ensuring that fisherfolk and farmers maintain access to water bodies as shared 

heritage. 

Conclusion 

Climate change is fundamentally a water challenge, as disruptions in the hydrological cycle intensify 

floods, droughts, and water insecurity. By shifting from simple asset creation to systemic resilience 

and aligning domestic missions with the Belém indicators, India can build a scalable model for the 

Global South while advancing the goals of Water Vision 2047. 
 

Q. Climate change is fundamentally a water crisis. Examine how disruptions in the hydrological cycle 

are intensifying socio-economic vulnerabilities in India.  
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3.1. PAPER – I (ESSAY) 
 

3.1.1. BLOOD, RITUAL AND REBIRTH: THE INVISIBLE LANGUAGE OF RED 

Introduction: Symbols as the Invisible 

Foundations of Society 

Human civilization is often understood through 

visible institutions states, economies, and laws. 

Yet, beneath these structures lies a deeper, 

invisible foundation: symbols. Colours, rituals, 

myths, and metaphors silently shape human 

consciousness and collective behavior. As Ernst 

Cassirer observed, “Man is not only a rational 

animal but a symbolic animal.” 

Among all symbols, red stands out as one of the most powerful and enduring across cultures. It marks 

transitions between life and death, sacrifice and renewal functioning as a liminal symbol. Through 

the lens of red, one can understand how symbols act as silent architects of civilization, shaping 

values, social order, and ethical frameworks. 

Red in Prehistory: The First Language of Meaning 

• The symbolic importance of red dates back to prehistoric times. Archaeological findings 

reveal that early humans used red ochre in burial practices across regions such as Paviland 

(Wales), Qafzeh (Israel), and Lake Mungo (Australia). Bodies were often coated with red 

pigment, suggesting ritual intent. 

• This widespread practice indicates that red symbolized blood, life-force, and 

regeneration. Death was not seen as an end but as a transition possibly a rebirth. Thus, 

even in early societies, symbols like red helped humans make sense of existential 

questions. 

• As Clifford Geertz argued, culture is a “system of inherited conceptions expressed in 

symbolic forms.” Red, therefore, was among the earliest tools through which humans 

constructed meaning and reality. 

Liminality: Red as a Marker of Transitions 

• The concept of liminality, developed by Victor Turner, is central to understanding the 

symbolic role of red. Liminality refers to threshold phases moments when individuals 

move from one state to another, such as birth, puberty, marriage, or death. 

Red frequently appears in such contexts: 

• Birth and fertility rituals 

• Initiation ceremonies 
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• Funeral rites 

It signifies both danger and potential, embodying transformation. In Indian society, the use of red in 

marriage (sindoor, bridal attire) symbolizes the transition into a new social role. Similarly, red in 

funerary rituals reflects the passage from life to afterlife. 

Thus, red becomes a visual language of transformation, marking the uncertain yet necessary 

transitions of human life. 

Body, Blood, and Ritual: Ethical and Social Dimensions 

Red’s deep association with blood connects it to the human body and biological processes such as 

menstruation, childbirth, and injury. These processes have historically been ritualized and imbued with 

symbolic meaning. 

Anthropologist Camilla Power describes this as a “technology of collective ritual” a system that 

shaped human behavior long before formal institutions emerged. Ritual specialists often mediated 

these practices, operating at the boundary between sacred and profane. 

From an ethical perspective: 

• Such rituals created shared moral frameworks 

• They ensured social discipline without coercion 

• They reinforced ideas of purity, sacrifice, and duty 

In India, concepts like dharma and karma similarly function as symbolic systems guiding ethical 

conduct, showing how symbolism precedes formal law. 

Gender, Power and Symbolism 

The symbolism of red is closely linked to gender roles and social hierarchies. While red often 

represents female biological processes (fertility, menstruation), its ritual control has frequently been 

in the hands of specialists or dominant groups. 

In many cultures: 

• Women use red in fertility and marriage rituals 

• Ritual authority is mediated by social structures 

This reflects how symbols are embedded in power relations. In Indian society, red symbolizes both 

auspiciousness (marriage) and sacrifice (goddess traditions), showing its dual ethical and cultural 

dimensions. 

Symbols and Social Cohesion: The Durkheimian Perspective 

Symbols are not merely individual constructs; they are collective forces. Émile Durkheim emphasized 

that rituals reinforce the collective conscience the shared beliefs and values of society. 

In India: 

• Festivals like Diwali (light over darkness) 

• Holi (Red colour, renewal, equality) 
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• National symbols like the Tricolour and Ashoka Chakra 

These symbols foster unity, belonging, and emotional integration. 

Thus, symbols like red are not passive they actively bind communities, maintain social order, and 

sustain cultural continuity. 

Economic Dimension: Symbols Before Markets 

Symbols also shaped early economic systems. The long-distance trade of ochre suggests that its value 

was not merely material but symbolic. 

Marcel Mauss, in his theory of gift exchange, argued that objects carry social value, creating networks 

of reciprocity. Similarly, David Graeber noted that symbolic systems of value existed before formal 

markets. 

In ancient India: 

• Ritual offerings and sacrifices were forms of value exchange 

• Red objects symbolized life and sacred value 

Even today, economic behavior is influenced by symbols: 

• Branding and status consumption 

• Gifts during festivals and weddings 

Thus, symbols bridge economics and ethics, shaping how value is perceived and exchanged. 

Cross-Cultural Universality of Red 

The symbolism of red transcends geographical boundaries: 

• China: prosperity and good fortune 

• Egypt: life and chaos 

• Greek literature: emotional depth (“wine-dark sea”) 

• Hebrew tradition: link between earth (adamah) and human (adam) 

In India: 

• Sindoor, Kumkum: marriage and fertility 

• Red in festivals: energy and renewal 

• Red in goddess worship: power and sacrifice 

This universality highlights that red consistently marks thresholds and transformation, making it a 

near-universal human symbol. 

Philosophical Dimensions: Red and Human Experience 

The philosophical significance of red was explored by Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, who described 

it as the most intense and immediate colour, situated between light and darkness. 
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Red is: 

• Emotional rather than abstract 

• Physical yet symbolic 

• Immediate and confronting 

It represents the culmination of sensory experience, linking the material and the metaphysical. This 

aligns with the broader idea that symbols bridge reason and emotion, a key theme in ethics and 

philosophy. 

Modern Relevance: Symbols in a Changing World 

In the contemporary era, symbols are evolving: 

• Digital symbols (memes, hashtags) shape discourse 

• Traditional meanings are reinterpreted 

• Identity politics often revolves around symbolic markers 

Yuval Noah Harari argues that large-scale human cooperation is possible because of shared symbolic 

systems religion, nation, or even money. 

However, symbols can also divide: 

• Religious or cultural symbols may create conflict 

• Political misuse can lead to polarization 

Thus, there is an ethical need to ensure that symbols promote inclusion, not exclusion. 

Symbols as Agents of Change: The Indian Experience 

Symbols are dynamic and can drive social transformation. Mahatma Gandhi transformed the charkha 

into a symbol of: 

• Self-reliance 

• Resistance 

• National unity 

Similarly, modern India continues to reinterpret symbols in debates on gender, caste, and identity. 

This shows that symbols are not static—they evolve with society. 

Conclusion 

The story of red is, ultimately, the story of human consciousness itself. From the silent graves of 

prehistory to the vibrant rituals of modern societies, red has not merely accompanied human life it 

has interpreted it, giving meaning to transitions that would otherwise remain incomprehensible. It 

transforms birth into hope, death into continuity, and sacrifice into renewal, reminding us that life is 

not a series of isolated events but a continuum of becoming. 

Symbols like red are not passive reflections of culture; they are active creators of reality. They shape 

how we perceive the world, guide our ethical choices, sustain traditions, and bind individuals into a 

shared moral universe. In their absence, civilization would lose not only its coherence but also its soul. 

https://riceias.com/
https://wa.me/918100819447
https://www.facebook.com/share/1A7GxKzLJ2/
https://web.telegram.org/k/#@RICE_IAS
https://www.instagram.com/rice_ias?igsh=MTZtaTUzMTgxN3I5aQ==
https://www.youtube.com/@RICEIASCoaching


 

 | 26  Sealdah, Kolkata        Old Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi At Adamas University 

RICEIAS.COM +91 8100819447 Follow us on: 

As Rabindranath Tagore profoundly observed, “A country is not just a piece of earth; it is an expression 

of the human mind.” It is through symbols embedded in rituals, narratives, and collective memory that 

this “mind” finds expression and continuity across generations. 

Thus, red is more than a colour; it is a philosophical bridge between the material and the 

metaphysical, the individual and the collective, the finite and the eternal. As long as humanity seeks 

meaning in its existence, symbols will endure as the silent architects of civilization, guiding us 

through the thresholds of life with both depth and dignity. 

 

Q. "Symbols are the silent architects of civilization; they build what laws can only regulate." 125 marks 

(Paper-I, Essay) 
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